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ALBERTO-CULVER COMPANY
Melrose Park, Illinois
January 27, 2011
TO THE STOCKHOLDERS:

The annual meeting of stockholders will be held at the principal office of Alberto-Culver Company in Melrose Park, Illinois, on Thursday,
February 24, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.

You are cordially invited to attend this meeting in person. The principal business to be conducted at the meeting will be to (i) elect the three
directors named in the attached Proxy Statement, (ii) conduct a non-binding advisory vote on our executive compensation, and (iii) conduct a
non-binding advisory vote on how often stockholders will vote on our executive compensation.

While stockholders approved the acquisition of Alberto Culver by Unilever, which we refer to as the Unilever Transaction, on December 17,
2010, the closing of this transaction is subject to closing conditions including obtaining certain governmental and regulatory approvals. Until the
acquisition is closed, Alberto Culver remains a publicly held corporation and is required to file this Proxy Statement and hold an annual meeting
of stockholders. In the event that the Unilever Transaction closes prior to February 24, 2011, we intend to cancel the annual meeting of
stockholders.

At your earliest convenience, please sign and return the enclosed proxy card to assure that your shares will be represented at the meeting.
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NOTICE OF MEETING

The annual meeting of stockholders of Alberto-Culver Company will be held on Thursday February 24, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. Chicago time, at our
principal office, 2525 Armitage Avenue, Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 for the following purposes:

1. To elect the three directors named in the attached Proxy Statement.

2. To conduct a non-binding advisory vote on our executive compensation.

3. To conduct a non-binding advisory vote on how often stockholders will vote on our executive compensation.

4.  To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.
The Board of Directors has fixed the close of business on January 20, 2011 as the record date for determination of the stockholders entitled to
notice of and to vote at the meeting.

In the event the Unilever Transaction closes prior to February 24, 2011, we intend to cancel the annual meeting of stockholders.

Gary P. Schmidt

Secretary
January 27, 2011

Important Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials for the
Stockholder Meeting to be Held on February 24, 2011.

The Proxy Statement for the annual meeting of stockholders to be held on February 24, 2011 and the Annual Report to Shareholders
for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2010 are available at www.edocumentview.com/acv.
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ALBERTO-CULVER COMPANY PROXY STATEMENT

2525 Armitage Avenue January 27, 2011
Melrose Park, Illinois 60160
SOLICITATION OF PROXIES

The Board of Directors of Alberto-Culver Company ( Board ) solicits your proxy for use at the annual meeting of stockholders to be held on
February 24, 2011 and at any adjournment thereof.

On January 20, 2011, the record date for the meeting, Alberto-Culver had 102,744,748 shares of Common Stock outstanding. This Proxy
Statement and form of proxy are being mailed to stockholders on or about January 27, 2011.

Each holder of record at the close of business on the record date is entitled to one vote for each share of Common Stock then held. Any person
submitting a proxy has the right to revoke it at any time before it is voted, in person at the meeting, by written notice to the Secretary of Alberto
Culver or by delivery of a later-dated proxy.

The election of directors is decided by a plurality of the votes cast by holders of all shares entitled to vote in the election. Accordingly, withheld
votes and broker non-votes will not affect the outcome of the election of directors.

The non-binding advisory vote on our executive compensation requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the votes entitled to be cast by
holders of Common Stock present in person or by proxy at the meeting. Abstentions will count as votes against the proposal and broker
non-votes will have no effect on the outcome.

The non-binding advisory vote on how often stockholders will vote on our executive compensation requires a plurality of the votes cast for the
three alternatives presented at the meeting. The frequency option that receives the most affirmative votes cast by holders of Common Stock
present in person or by proxy at the meeting will be the one that will be deemed approved by the stockholders. Abstentions and broker non-votes
will have no effect on the outcome.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Prior to November 16, 2006, Alberto-Culver Company consisted of two businesses: Global Consumer Products and Beauty Supply Distribution.
Pursuant to an Investment Agreement, on November 16, 2006, Alberto-Culver Company split the Global Consumer Products business and the
Beauty Supply Distribution business into two separate publicly traded companies. The company known as Alberto-Culver Company prior to
November 16, 2006, became a wholly-owned subsidiary of the ultimate parent company of the new Global Consumer Products business and
changed its name to Alberto-Culver LLC. We refer to the company formerly known as Alberto-Culver Company and now named
Alberto-Culver LLC as  Old Alberto. On November 16, 2006, the ultimate parent of
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the Global Consumer Products business changed its name to Alberto-Culver Company. We refer to the split of the Global Consumer Products
and Beauty Supply Distribution businesses as the Separation.

Unless otherwise expressly provided, when describing employment history, compensation, expenses and other matters in this Proxy Statement,

we have treated Alberto-Culver Company as the successor to Old Alberto. When used in this Proxy Statement, the terms we, us, our, Company
and Alberto Culver refer to (i) Alberto-Culver Company, the ultimate parent of the Global Consumer Products business, since November 16,

2006, and (ii) Old Alberto before November 16, 2006.

On September 27, 2010, Alberto Culver entered into a definitive agreement (as amended on November 29, 2010, the Merger Agreement ) with
Unilever N.V., Unilever PLC and other related companies, (collectively, Unilever ) pursuant to which Unilever will acquire all of the outstanding
shares of our Common Stock in exchange for $37.50 per share in cash (the Unilever Transaction ). On December 17, 2010, the shareholders of
Alberto Culver approved the Unilever Transaction. The transaction is subject to governmental and regulatory approvals and other closing
conditions. As a result, it is difficult to predict with certainty whether or when the transaction will close.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Unless otherwise instructed, proxies will be voted for the election as directors of the three persons listed as nominees for a term of three years.
All of the nominees are currently serving as directors. Should any of the nominees become unable to accept nomination or election (which we do
not expect), it is the intention of the persons named in the enclosed proxy to vote for a substitute in each case or the Board may leave the seat
vacant and fill such vacancy at a later date.

The biographies of each director contain the following information:

Service on Alberto Culver s Board;

Business experience;

Director positions at public companies held at any time during the last five years; and

Experiences, qualifications, attributes or skills that led to the conclusion by the Nominating/Governance Committee and the Board
that the person should serve as a director.
Nominees for Terms Expiring at the Annual Meeting in 2014 (Class I)

Thomas A. Dattilo, age 59, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since December 2006 and as a consultant to various private investment
firms. He served as Senior Advisor for Cerberus Operations and Advisory Company, LLC, a unit of Cerberus Capital Management, a private
investment firm, from June 2007 to June 2009. He served as Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Cooper Tire & Rubber
Company, a company that specializes in the design, manufacture, and sale of passenger and truck tires, from 2000 to August 2006. Mr. Dattilo is
currently a director of Harris Corporation. He has strong skills in finance, strategic planning,



Edgar Filing: Alberto-Culver CO - Form DEF 14A

corporate governance and accounting, an extensive executive background, considerable recent experience on public company boards, and a law
degree.

Governor Jim Edgar, age 64, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since 2002 and as a Distinguished Fellow at the University of Illinois
Institute of Government and Public Affairs where he is a teacher and lecturer since 1999. He served as the Governor of Illinois from 1991
through 1999. Governor Edgar is currently a director of Horizon Group Properties, Inc. and John B. Sanfilippo & Son, Inc. During the past five
years he also served as a director of Kemper Insurance Company, DWS Scudder (Chicago Board) and Youbet.com, Inc. He has strong skills in
government, public policy, and executive compensation, an extensive executive background, and considerable recent experience on public
company boards.

Sam J. Susser, age 71, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since 2001. Previously, he was Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Plexus Financial Services, a holding company, from 1987 through 1991. Mr. Susser is currently a director of Susser Holdings Corporation. He
has strong skills in finance, strategic planning and accounting and an extensive executive background.

The Board recommends that the stockholders vote FOR the election of each of these nominees for director.
Directors Whose Terms Expire at the Annual Meeting in 2012 (Class II)

Carol L. Bernick, age 58, has been Executive Chairman of Alberto Culver since 2004 and has served as a director of the Company since 1984.
She served as President of Alberto Culver USA, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Alberto Culver, from 1994 to 2004; as Vice Chairman of the
Company from 1998 to 2004; as President of Alberto Culver Consumer Products Worldwide, a division of Alberto Culver, from 2002 to 2004;
and as Assistant Secretary of the Company from 1990 to 2004. Ms. Bernick is the daughter of Leonard H. Lavin. She has extensive experience
in the consumer products industry and strong sales, marketing, brand building, executive, and strategic planning skills.

George L. Fotiades, age 57, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since December 2006 and as Chairman, healthcare practice of Diamond
Castle Holdings, a private equity investment firm, since April 2007. From June 2007 to February 2010, he served as Chairman of Catalent
Pharma Solutions, Inc., a leading provider of advanced drug delivery and packaging technology to the global pharmaceutical and biotechnology
industry. From February 2004 to May 2006, he served as President and Chief Operating Officer of Cardinal Health, Inc., a provider of products
and services supporting the healthcare industry. Prior to that, he was President and Chief Executive Officer of Life Sciences Products and
Services, a unit of Cardinal Health, Inc., from 2002 to 2004. Mr. Fotiades is currently a director of ProLogis and Cantel Medical Corp. He has
strong skills in finance, strategic planning, executive compensation, and accounting, an extensive executive background, and considerable recent
experience on public company boards.

King Harris, age 67, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since 2002 and as Chairman of Harris Holdings, Inc., a private investment firm,
since 2000. Mr. Harris is non-executive
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Chairman of the Board of AptarGroup, Inc. He has strong skills in finance, strategic planning and accounting and an extensive executive
background.

V. James Marino, age 60, has been a director and President and Chief Executive Officer of Alberto Culver since November 2006. Mr. Marino
served as President of Alberto Culver Consumer Products Worldwide from 2004 to November 2006. From 2002 to 2004, Mr. Marino served as
President of Alberto Personal Care Worldwide, a division of Alberto Culver. Mr. Marino is also a director of Phillips-Van Heusen Corporation.
He has extensive experience in the consumer products industry and strong sales, marketing, brand building, executive, and strategic planning
skills.

Directors Whose Terms Expire at the Annual Meeting in 2013 (Class I1I1)

James G. Brocksmith, Jr., age 69, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since 2002 and as an independent business consultant for more than
the past five years. From 1990 to 1996, Mr. Brocksmith was Deputy Chairman and Chief Operating Officer for the U.S. Operations of KPMG
Peat Marwick LLP, a predecessor of KPMG LLP. Mr. Brocksmith is currently a director of AAR Corp. and Sempra Energy. During the past five
years he also served as a director of Nationwide Financial Services, Inc. He has strong skills in accounting, finance and internal controls and
considerable recent experience on public company boards.

Leonard H. Lavin, age 91, the founder of Alberto Culver, has been Chairman Emeritus of Alberto Culver since 2004. He has served as a director
since 1955 and Chairman of the Company from 1955 to 2004. Mr. Lavin is the father of Carol L. Bernick. He has extensive experience in the
consumer products industry and strong sales, marketing, brand building, executive and strategic planning skills.

Robert H. Rock, D.B.A., age 60, has served as a director of Alberto Culver since 1995 and as President of MLR Holdings, LLC, a private
investment firm with holdings in publishing and information businesses, for more than the past five years. Mr. Rock has also served as Chairman
of Metroweek Corporation, a publisher of weekly newspapers and specialty publications, for more than the past five years. Mr. Rock is currently
a director of Quaker Chemical Corporation and Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company. During the past five years he also served as a director of
Advanta Corp. He has strong skills in corporate governance and executive compensation, considerable recent experience on public company
boards, and a doctorate in business administration.

Retirement Policy

No person shall be eligible for nomination as a director of the Company on or after attaining the age of 73, provided this does not apply to any
director who was first elected prior to 1995.
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SECURITY OWNERSHIP OF MANAGEMENT AND CERTAIN BENEFICIAL OWNERS

The table below contains information as of January 10, 2011, except as otherwise indicated, concerning the number of shares of Common Stock
beneficially owned by each director, each person named in the Summary Compensation Table ( named executive officers ), each person who is
known to own 5% or more of our outstanding shares of Common Stock and by all directors and executive officers as a group. Except as

specified below, the business address of each of the persons listed is the Company s headquarters, 2525 Armitage Avenue, Melrose Park, Illinois
60160.

Amount and Nature of Beneficial
Ownership of Common

Name of Beneficial Owner Stock (1) Percent of Class
Carol L. Bernick 9,261,663(2) 9.01%
James G. Brocksmith, Jr. 69,926(3) 4)
Thomas A. Dattilo 33,273(5) 4)
Jim Edgar 80,604(6) 4)
George L. Fotiades 35,111(7) 4)
King Harris 17,225(8) 4)
Leonard H. Lavin 5,107,479(9) 4.97%
V. James Marino 369,719(10) 4)
Robert H. Rock 63,727(11) 4)
Sam J. Susser 64,630(12) 4
Gina Boswell 62,795(13) 4)
Kenneth C. Keller, Jr. 25,745(14) @)
Ralph J. Nicoletti 60,704(15) 4)

Unilever USA 13,228,681(16) 12.88%
All Directors and Executive Officers as a Group (16 persons, including the

above) 15,399,623(17) 14.94%
(1)  Such ownership is direct, with sole voting and investment power, except as indicated in subsequent footnotes. Unless otherwise

@)

specifically provided, each person disclaims beneficial ownership of any shares indicated as owned indirectly (i.e., as trustee or co-trustee
of a trust or as an officer of a foundation). Shares are not pledged unless otherwise indicated. Shares held in the Alberto Culver 401(k) and
Profit Sharing Plan (the 401(k) Plan ) represent equivalent shares. The number of equivalent shares is calculated by taking the dollar value
of the Alberto Culver Common Stock Fund and dividing that amount by the closing Common Stock price on January 10, 2011. The
Alberto Culver Common Stock Fund consists of between 97% and 99% of Common Stock with the remainder in an interest bearing cash
investment. Company policy prohibits directors, officers and employees from trading in options or other derivatives (including hedging)
based upon securities of the Company.

Includes 2,600 shares of restricted stock that have not vested. Also includes 1,357,331 shares held as trustee of a trust for the benefit

of Ms. Bernick s sister; 609,859 shares held as co-trustee of a trust for the benefit of herself and her children; 2,293,872 shares held

as trustee or co-trustee of trusts for the benefit of Ms. Bernick; 320,040 shares held as trustee of trusts for the benefit of certain of

Ms. Bernick s relatives; 4,386 shares held as general partner of a
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partnership (the Partnership ), in her capacity as trustee of a trust for her benefit, for which she shares voting power with Mr. Lavin and has
sole investment power; 2,663,732 shares held as a limited partner in the Partnership in her capacity as co-trustee of a trust for the benefit of
herself and her children, for which she shares voting power with Mr. Lavin and has sole investment power; 13,444 shares held as a
participant in the 401(k) Plan; 139,100 shares held by the Carol Lavin Bernick Family Foundation of which Ms. Bernick is a director and
the President and shares voting and investment power with her children; and 388,406 shares pursuant to a delegation to Ms. Bernick by the
trustee of a trust for the benefit of her children. Does not include 3,094,412 shares held as limited partner of the Partnership, in her capacity
as co-trustee of trusts with Mr. Lavin for his benefit, for which she shares voting power with Mr. Lavin and has sole investment power;
1,000,000 shares held as co-trustee of several trusts for the benefit of Mr. Lavin; and 1,013,067 shares owned by the Lavin Family
Foundation of which Ms. Bernick is a director and an officer. Pursuant to a stockholder agreement with Unilever (the Stockholder
Agreement ), Ms. Bernick may be deemed to share voting power with respect to 9,106,519 of the shares shown as beneficially owned by
her, as described in note 16 below.

Includes 61,826 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days and 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested.

Less than 1.0% of the outstanding shares.

Includes 14,800 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 9,373 Common Stock units held in the Deferred Compensation Plan for Non-Employee Directors ( Units ). Each Unit is
economically equivalent to one share of Common Stock.

Includes 61,826 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 10,678 Units.

Includes 14,800 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 12,211 Units.

Includes 1,625 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days and 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested.

Includes 1,013,067 shares held by the Lavin Family Foundation of which Mr. Lavin is a director and the President and shares voting and
investment power with Ms. Bernick; 3,094,412 shares held as limited partner in the Partnership in his capacity as co-trustee of trusts with
Ms. Bernick for the benefit of Mr. Lavin, for which Mr. Lavin shares voting power with Ms. Bernick and has no investment power; and
1,000,000 shares held as co-trustee of several trusts with Ms. Bernick for his benefit, for which Mr. Lavin shares voting and investment
power with Ms. Bernick. Does not include 4,386 shares held as general partner and 2,663,732 shares held as limited partner of the
Partnership. In addition, does not include shares reported as owned by Ms. Bernick. Pursuant to the Stockholder Agreement, Mr. Lavin
may be deemed

10
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to share voting power with respect to 4,094,412 of the shares shown as beneficially owned by him, as described in note 16 below.
Includes 40,275 shares of restricted stock that have not vested, and 900 shares held jointly with Mr. Marino s wife.

Includes 52,605 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 1,050 shares held jointly with Mr. Rock s wife.

Includes 52,605 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 7,400 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 3,925 Units.

Includes 30,875 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days and 23,325 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested.

Includes 16,875 shares of restricted stock that have not vested.

Includes 17,175 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 27,525 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested, and 13,429 shares held jointly with Mr. Nicoletti s wife.

Includes 13,228,681 shares subject to the Stockholder Agreement, for which Unilever USA may be deemed to share voting power with
Ms. Bernick, Mr. Lavin, or other Lavin family stockholders as the result of the Stockholder Agreement, but for which Unilever USA has
no investment power. As the corporate parents of Unilever USA, each of Unilever N.V. and Unilever PLC may also be deemed to be
indirect beneficial owners of the 13,228,861 shares. 13,200,931 shares of the 13,228,681 shares are also shown as beneficially owned by
either Ms. Bernick or Mr. Lavin. 27,750 shares of the 13,228,681 shares are held by a trust for the benefit of Ms. Bernick s children and are
not deemed to be beneficially owned by either Ms. Bernick or Mr. Lavin. The mailing address of Unilever USA is 800 Sylvan Avenue,
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632.

Includes 342,887 shares subject to stock options exercisable currently or within 60 days, 27,327 shares held as participants in the 401(k)
Plan, and 36,187 Units. Such persons have shared voting and investment power as to 7,955,028 shares (without regard to the Stockholder
Agreement) and shared investment power as to 2,192,498 shares. In addition, includes 184,925 shares of restricted stock that have not
vested. Holders of restricted stock have sole voting rights but no dispositive rights with respect to those shares that have not vested.

11
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MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board held twenty-one meetings during fiscal year 2010. No director attended fewer than three-fourths of the aggregate number of meetings
of the Board and of the committees and subcommittees on which he or she served during the fiscal year. Board members are expected to attend
the annual meeting of stockholders. At the last annual meeting, all directors attended. There are four standing committees of the Board and one
standing subcommittee of the Audit Committee.

The Audit Committee, which is composed of James G. Brocksmith, Jr., Chairman, Thomas A. Dattilo, King Harris, and Sam J. Susser, all of
whom are independent for purposes of the New York Stock Exchange s listing standards and the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, held nine
meetings during fiscal year 2010. The Board has determined that Messrs. Brocksmith, Dattilo and Susser qualify as Audit Committee Financial
Experts, as such term is defined by the Securities and Exchange Commission. The Audit Committee assists the Board in fulfilling its oversight
responsibilities for (i) the integrity of our financial statements, (i) our compliance with legal and regulatory requirements, (iii) the independent
auditor s qualifications and independence, and (iv) the performance of our internal audit function and independent auditors. The Board has
adopted a written charter for the Audit Committee, a current copy of which is available on our website at www.alberto.com.

The Regulatory and Safety Subcommittee of the Audit Committee which is composed of King Harris, Chairman, and Sam J. Susser, held four
meetings during fiscal year 2010. The Regulatory and Safety Subcommittee oversees compliance with health and safety laws and regulations.
The Board has adopted a written charter for the Regulatory and Safety Subcommittee, a current copy of which is available on our website at
www.alberto.com.

The Executive Committee, which is composed of Carol L. Bernick, Chairman, King Harris, Leonard H. Lavin, V. James Marino, and Sam J.
Susser, held no meetings during fiscal year 2010. The Executive Committee has many of the powers of the Board and can act when the Board is
not in session.

The Compensation and Leadership Development Committee ( Compensation Committee ), which is composed of George L. Fotiades, Chairman,
James G. Brocksmith, Jr., Thomas A. Dattilo, Jim Edgar, and Robert H. Rock, all of whom are independent for purposes of the New York Stock
Exchange listing standards, held six meetings during fiscal year 2010. The Compensation Committee, among other things, (i) reviews and
approves corporate goals and objectives relevant to Chief Executive Officer compensation and evaluates the Chief Executive Officer s
performance in light of those goals and objectives, (ii) determines and approves the Chief Executive Officer s compensation level based on this
evaluation, (iii) approves compensation of other executive officers, (iv) reviews and recommends to the Board equity based incentive
compensation plans in which executive officers participate, (v) prepares the report required to be included in our annual proxy statement,

(vi) reviews matters relating to management development and succession planning for our executive officers, and (vii) reviews risks arising from
Alberto Culver s compensation policies and practices for its employees as they relate to risk management. The Board has adopted a written

12
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charter for the Compensation Committee, a current copy of which is available on our website at www.alberto.com.

The Nominating/Governance Committee, which is composed of Thomas A. Dattilo, Chairman, Jim Edgar, George L. Fotiades, and Robert H.
Rock, all of whom are independent for purposes of the New York Stock Exchange s listing standards, held four meetings during fiscal year 2010.
The function of the Nominating/Governance Committee is to, among other things, (i) identify and recommend to the Board, individuals qualified
to be directors of Alberto Culver, consistent with criteria approved by the Board, for either appointment to the Board or to stand for election at a
meeting of stockholders, (ii) develop and recommend to the Board corporate governance guidelines for Alberto Culver, (iii) oversee the
evaluation of the Board and management, and (iv) review the leadership structure of the Board, including its relationship to risk oversight. The
Board has adopted a written charter for the Nominating/Governance Committee, a current copy of which is available on our website at
www.alberto.com.

NOMINATIONS OF DIRECTORS

The Nominating/Governance Committee identifies individuals the committee believes are qualified to become Board members. The committee
will consider recommendations for director nominees from a wide variety of sources, including other members of the Board, management,
stockholders and, if deemed appropriate, professional search firms. The committee takes into account the applicable requirements for directors
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and the listing standards of the New York Stock Exchange. In addition, the committee may take into
consideration such other factors and criteria as it deems appropriate in evaluating a candidate, including such candidate s judgment, skills,
integrity, and business and other experience.

All directors standing for election at the 2011 annual meeting have previously been elected by Alberto Culver s shareholders.

In order to be recommended by the Nominating/Governance Committee, the candidate for director must, at a minimum, have integrity, be
committed to act in the best interest of all shareholders, and be able and willing to devote the required amount of time to Alberto Culver s affairs,
including attendance at Board meetings. In addition, the candidate cannot jeopardize the independence of a majority of the Board, as described
under Director Independence below.

The candidate should preferably also have the following qualifications: business experience, demonstrated leadership skills, experience on other
boards, and skill sets which add to the value of Alberto Culver s businesses.

While Alberto Culver does not have a formal policy on diversity, the Board and the Nominating/Governance Committee believe that it is
important that directors represent diverse

13
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viewpoints, backgrounds, education and professional experience. The Board and the Nominating/Governance Committee believe that the
following skills are desirable:

Sales and Marketing

Brand Building

Accounting

Finance

Internal Controls

Strategic Planning

Executive

Government and Public Policy

Executive Compensation

Corporate Governance
In addition, the following backgrounds, education, and professional experiences are desirable:

Relevant industries

Leadership of large, complex organizations

Major accounting firms

Advanced degrees, especially in the areas of business and law

Public company boards

International

14
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Stockholders may submit recommendations for nominations of candidates for election to the Board. The Nominating/Governance Committee
will consider director candidates recommended by stockholders. To make a recommendation, a shareholder must send the recommendation to
the Company s Secretary at our headquarters in Melrose Park, Illinois. The recommendation must be received between May 1 and July 1
immediately preceding the annual meeting and must include (i) the name and address of the stockholder making the recommendation along with
evidence of his or her ownership of Common Stock, including the number of shares and period of ownership, (ii) the name, 