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o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors;

Appointment of Principal Officers

(b) As further described below, two senior finance executives of W.W. Grainger, Inc. (the "Company"), Ronald L. Jadin and Judith E. Andringa,
have exchanged positions effective as of November 3, 2006. Accordingly, this Current Report on Form 8-K reports the departure of Ms.
Andringa on that date from her position as the Company's Vice President and Controller, in which capacity she had served as the Company's
principal accounting officer.

(c) Effective as of November 3, 2006, the Company�s Board of Directors has elected Judith E. Andringa, 45, as the Company's Vice President,
Finance GIS (the Company�s U.S. branch-based business). Ms. Andringa was previously the Company's Vice President and Controller (as noted
above), a position which she assumed when she joined the Company in February 2002. Prior to joining the Company, she was the Controller of
the Foodservice Division of Kraft Foods, Inc., a role which she had occupied since December 2000.

Effective as of November 3, 2006, the Company�s Board of Directors has elected Ronald L. Jadin, 46, as the Company's Vice President and
Controller, in which capacity he will serve as the Company's principal accounting officer. Mr. Jadin was previously the Company's Vice
President, Finance GIS (to which position the Board of Directors has elected Ms. Andringa, as noted above). Mr. Jadin had occupied the position
of Vice President, Finance GIS since September 2000. Before being elected to that position, he was the Company�s Director of Financial
Planning and Analysis, a position which he assumed when he joined the Company in October 1998.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: November 3, 2006

W.W. GRAINGER, INC.

By: /s/ P.O. Loux
P. O. Loux

Senior Vice President, Finance

and Chief Financial Officer
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