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The Dow Chemical Company
Midland, Michigan 48674
NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2010 AT 10:00 A.M. EDT
March 26, 2010
Dear Stockholder of The Dow Chemical Company:

We are pleased to invite you to the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of The Dow Chemical Company ( the Meeting ) to be held on Thursday, May
13, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time, at the Midland Center for the Arts, 1801 West St. Andrews, Midland, Michigan. A map is printed

on the back page of this Proxy Statement and is also included on your admittance ticket. At the Meeting, stockholders will vote on the following
matters either by proxy or in person:

Election of the twelve Directors named in the attached Proxy Statement.

Ratification of the appointment of Deloitte & Touche LLP as independent registered public accounting firm for 2010.

Amendment of the Restated Certificate of Incorporation regarding special stockholder meetings.

Three proposals submitted by stockholders, if properly presented.

Transaction of any other business as may properly come before the Meeting.
Your vote is important. Whether or not you plan on attending the Meeting, please vote your shares as soon as possible on the Internet, by
telephone or by mail. Your Board of Directors has set the close of business on March 15, 2010, as the record date for determining stockholders
who are entitled to receive notice of the Meeting and any adjournment, and who are entitled to vote. A list of stockholders entitled to vote shall
be open to any stockholder for any purpose relevant to the Meeting for ten days before the Meeting, during normal business hours, at the Office
of the Corporate Secretary, 2030 Dow Center, Midland, Michigan.

A ticket of admission or proof of stock ownership is necessary to attend the Meeting. A ticket is included with your proxy material. Stockholders
with registered accounts or who are in the Dividend Reinvestment Program or employees savings plans should check the box on the voting form
if attending in person. Other stockholders holding stock in nominee name or beneficially through a bank or broker (in street name ) need only
bring their ticket of admission. Street name holders without tickets will need proof of record date ownership for admission to the Meeting, such
as a March 2010 brokerage statement or letter from the bank or broker. Questions may be directed to 877-227-3294 (a toll-free telephone

number in the United States and Canada) or 989-636-1792, or faxed to 989-638-1740.

Since seating is limited, the Board has established the rule that only stockholders may attend or one person holding a proxy for any stockholder
or account (in addition to those named as Board proxies on the proxy forms). Proxy holders are asked to present their credentials in the lobby
before the Meeting begins. If you are unable to attend the Meeting, please listen to the live audio webcast at the time of the Meeting, or the audio
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replay after the event, at www.DowGovernance.com.

Thank you for your continued support and your interest in The Dow Chemical Company.

Charles J. Kalil
Executive Vice President,
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

® Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF
PROXY MATERIALS FOR THE STOCKHOLDER MEETING TO BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, MAY 13,2010 AT 10:00 A.M. EDT
The 2010 Proxy Statement and 2009 Annual Report (with Form 10-K)
are available at www.DowGovernance.com/proxy

VOTING PROCEDURES

In the following pages of this Proxy Statement, you will find information on your Board of Directors, the candidates for election to the Board,

and five other agenda items to be voted upon at the Annual Meeting of Stockholders (the Meeting ) and any adjournment or postponement of that
Meeting. The background information in this Proxy Statement has been supplied to you at the request of the Board of Directors to help you

decide how to vote and to provide information on the Company s corporate governance and compensation practices. References in this document
to the Company and Dow mean The Dow Chemical Company. This Proxy Statement is first being distributed to stockholders on or about

March 26, 2010.

Vote Your Shares in Advance

The enclosed voting form will help you cast your vote on the Internet, by telephone or by mail. Your shares will be voted if the voting form is
properly executed and received by the independent Inspector of Election prior to the Meeting. If no specific choices are made by you
when you execute your voting form, as explained on the form, your shares will be voted as recommended by your Board of Directors.

You may revoke your voting proxy at any time before its use at the Meeting by sending a written revocation, by submitting another proxy on a
later date, or by attending the Meeting and voting in person. No matter which voting method you choose, however, you should not vote any
single account more than once unless you wish to change your vote. Be sure to submit votes for each separate account in which you hold Dow
shares.

Confidential Voting

The Company has a long-standing policy of vote confidentiality. Proxies and ballots of all stockholders are kept confidential from the Company s
management and Board unless disclosure is required by law and in other limited circumstances. The policy further provides that employees may
confidentially vote their shares of Company stock held by the Company s employees savings plans, and requires the appointment of an
independent tabulator and inspector of election for the Meeting.

Dividend Reinvestment Program Shares and Employees Savings Plans Shares

If you are enrolled in the Dividend Reinvestment Program ( DRP ), the shares of common stock owned on the record date by you directly, plus all
shares of common stock held for you in the DRP, will appear together on a single voting form. The DRP administrator, BNY Mellon

Shareowner Services, will vote all shares of stock held in your DRP account as directed by you only if you return your proxy form. If no specific
instruction is given on an executed proxy form, the DRP administrator will vote as recommended by your Board of Directors.

Participants in various employees savings plans, including The Dow Chemical Company Employees Savings Plan, The Dow Chemical

Company Employee Stock Ownership Plan and the PolyOne Retirement Savings Plan (eacha Plan orthe Plans ), will receive, as appropriate, a
confidential voting instruction form, in addition to voting forms for any shares held in registered and street name. Your executed form will

provide voting instructions to the respective Plan Trustee. If no instructions are provided, the Trustees will vote the respective Plan shares
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according to the provisions of each Plan.
Dow Shares Outstanding and Quorum

At the close of business on the record date, March 15, 2010, there were shares of Dow Common Stock outstanding and entitled to
vote. Each share of common stock is entitled to one vote. There are 4,000,000 shares of Series A Cumulative Convertible Perpetual Preferred
Stock outstanding, however, no such shares of preferred stock outstanding as of

(continued on next page)

Table of Contents 8



Edgar Filing: DOW CHEMICAL CO /DE/ - Form PRE 14A

Table of Conten

2010 DOW PROXY STATEMENT

VOTING PROCEDURES (continued)

the record date are entitled to vote. A majority of the outstanding shares of common stock present in person or represented by proxy constitutes a
quorum for the transaction of business at the Meeting. Abstentions and broker non-votes will be included in determining the presence of a
quorum at the Meeting. Broker non-votes occur when a person holding shares in street name, meaning through a brokerage firm, does not
provide instructions as to how to vote their shares and the broker is not permitted to exercise voting discretion.

Proxies on Behalf of the Dow Board

The enclosed voting form is being solicited by your Board of Directors to provide an opportunity to all stockholders of record to vote on agenda
items, whether or not the stockholders are able to attend the Meeting or an adjournment or postponement thereof. Proxies on behalf of the Board
may be solicited in person, by mail, by telephone or by electronic communication by Dow officers and employees. The proxy representatives of
the Board of Directors will not be specially compensated for their services in this regard.

Dow has retained D. F. King & Co., Inc. to aid in the solicitation of stockholders (primarily brokers, banks and other institutional investors) for
an estimated fee of $25,000, plus out-of-pocket expenses. Arrangements have been made with brokerage houses, nominees and other custodians
and fiduciaries to send materials to their principals, and their reasonable expenses will be reimbursed on request. The cost of solicitation will be
borne by the Company.

Table of Contents 9



Edgar Filing: DOW CHEMICAL CO /DE/ - Form PRE 14A

Table of Conten

6 2010 DOW PROXY STATEMENT

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Corporate Governance Guidelines

The Company has adopted Corporate Governance Guidelines which are available at www.DowGovernance.com. Stockholders may receive a
printed copy of the Corporate Governance Guidelines without charge by contacting the Office of the Corporate Secretary.* These Guidelines
were adopted by the Board of Directors in order to set forth key areas of importance in Dow corporate governance.

The Board of Directors

The ultimate authority to oversee the business of The Dow Chemical Company rests with the Board of Directors. The role of the Board is to
effectively govern the affairs of the Company for the benefit of its stockholders and, to the extent appropriate under Delaware corporation law,
other constituencies including employees, customers, suppliers and communities in which it does business. Among other duties, the Board
appoints the Company s officers, assigns to them responsibility for management of the Company s operations, and reviews their performance.

In 2009 one Director, Geoffery E. Merszei (a Director since 2005), resigned from the Board. One Director joined the Board since the 2009
Annual Meeting: Paul Polman was elected to the Board on February 10, 2010.

Director Independence

The Board has assessed the independence of each non-employee Director based upon the Company s Director independence standards listed on
the Company s corporate governance website (www.DowGovernance.com). These standards incorporate the criteria in the listing standards of the
New York Stock Exchange, as currently in effect, as well as additional, more stringent criteria established by the Board. Based upon these
standards, the Board has determined that the following ten members of the Board are independent: Directors Barton, Bell, Fettig, Franklin, Hess,
Polman, Reilley, Ringler, Shaw and Stern. These independent Directors constitute a substantial majority of the Board, consistent with Board
policy. No independent Director left the Board in 2009.

When assessing independence, the Governance Committee and the Board consider all relationships between the Directors and the Company,
including commercial, industrial, banking, consulting, legal, accounting, charitable and familial relationships, among others. The Company
screens for such relationships using an annual Directors and Officers Questionnaire that requires disclosure of any transactions with the
Company in which the Director or executive officer, or any member of his or her immediate family, has a direct or indirect material interest.
Given the large size of our Company and its diverse commercial and geographic markets, there are times when Dow sells products to, or
purchases products or services from, other companies for which Dow Directors serve as executive officers or directors. The Governance
Committee and the Board took into account the fact that Messrs. Bell, Fettig, Hess and Polman served as executive officers during each of the
past three years of entities with which Dow made purchases or sales. All such purchases and sales were made at arms-length, commercial terms,
and the Directors did not personally benefit from such transactions. In all instances, the extent of business represented significantly less than 2%
of Dow s and the other entity s revenues.

Board Leadership Structure

Since 2006, Andrew N. Liveris has served as the Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and President of the Company, and Paul G. Stern has
served as the Presiding Director.

The Board recognizes that the leadership structure and combination or separation of the CEO and Chairman roles is driven by the needs of the
Company at any point in time. The leadership structure at the Company has varied over time and has included combined roles, election of a
presiding director, separation of roles, and other transition arrangements for succession planning. As a result, no policy exists requiring
combination or separation of leadership roles and the Company s governing documents do not mandate a particular structure. This has allowed
the Board the flexibility to establish the most appropriate structure for the Company at any given time.
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*  Office of the Corporate Secretary, The Dow Chemical Company, 2030 Dow Center, Midland, MI 48674, 989-636-1792 (telephone), 989-638-1740 (fax).
(continued on next page)
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (continued)

The Board has determined that the Company and its stockholders are currently best served by having one person serve as Chairman and CEO as
it allows for a bridge between the Board and management and provides critical leadership for carrying out the Company s strategic initiatives and
confronting its challenges. Mr. Liveris service as Chairman facilitates the Board decision-making process because Mr. Liveris has first-hand
knowledge of the Company s operations and the major issues facing the Company, and he chairs the Board meetings where the Board discusses
strategic and business issues. Mr. Liveris is the only member of executive management who is also a Director.

As part of the decision to elect Mr. Liveris as Chairman, the independent Directors on the Board have elected Dr. Stern as the Presiding Director
with clearly defined leadership authority and responsibilities. Among other responsibilities, the Presiding Director works with the Chairman to
call Board meetings, set the Board agenda and determine the appropriate materials to be provided to the Directors. He leads executive sessions
of the Board, facilitates communication between the Board and management, and serves as focal point for stockholder communications
addressed to independent Directors. The Presiding Director may retain outside professionals on behalf of the Board as the Board may determine
is necessary and appropriate. Contact information for the Presiding Director is shown on page

The election of Mr. Liveris as both Chairman and CEO promotes unified leadership and direction for the Board and executive management. The
appointment of the Presiding Director and the use of executive sessions of the Board, along with the Board s strong committee system consisting
solely of independent Directors and substantial majority of independent Directors, allows the Board to maintain effective risk oversight and
provides that independent Directors oversee such critical items as the Company s financial statements, executive compensation, the selection and
evaluation of directors and the development and implementation of our corporate governance programs.

Risk Oversight

The Board of Directors is responsible for overseeing the overall risk management process at the Company. Risk management is considered a
strategic activity within the Company and responsibility for managing risk rests with executive management while the Committees of the Board
and the Board as a whole participate in the oversight of the process. Specifically, the Board has responsibility for overseeing the strategic
planning process and reviewing and monitoring management s execution of the corporate and business plan and each Board Committee is
responsible for oversight of specific risk areas relevant to the Committee charters.

The oversight responsibility of the Board and Committees is enabled by an enterprise risk management model and process implemented by
management that is designed to identify, assess, manage and mitigate risks. The Audit Committee is responsible for overseeing that management
implements and follows this risk management process and for coordinating the outcome of reviews by the other Committees in their respective
risk areas. In addition, the enterprise risk management model and process are reviewed with the Board of Directors annually and the Board
recognizes risk management and oversight is a dynamic and continuous process.

The strategic plan and critical issues and opportunities are presented to the Board each year by senior management. Throughout the year,
management reviews any critical issues and actual results as compared to plan with the Board and relevant Committees. Members of executive
management are also available to discuss the Company s strategy, plans, results and issues with the Committees and the Board, and regularly
attend such meetings to provide periodic briefings and access. In addition, as noted in the Audit Committee Report on page , the Audit
Committee regularly meets in executive sessions with members of management including separate sessions with the independent registered
public accounting firm, the internal auditor and general counsel.

Communication with Directors

Stockholders and other interested parties may communicate directly with the full Board, the Presiding Director, the non-management Directors

as a group, or with specified individual Directors by any of several methods. These include mail addressed to The Dow Chemical Company,

2030 Dow Center, Midland, MI 48674, and the Contact Us feature of Dow s corporate governance website at www.DowGovernance.com. The
Presiding Director and other non-management Directors may also be contacted by email addressed to PresidingDirector@Dow.com. Please
specify the intended recipient(s) of your
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (continued)

letter or electronic message. Communications will be distributed to any or all Directors as appropriate depending upon the individual
communication. However, the Directors have requested that communications that do not directly relate to their duties and responsibilities as
Directors of the Company be excluded from distribution and deleted from email that they access directly. Such excluded items include spam;
advertisements; mass mailings; form letters and email campaigns that involve unduly large numbers of similar communications; solicitations for
goods, services, employment or contributions; surveys; and individual product inquiries or complaints. Additionally, communications that
appear to be unduly hostile, intimidating, threatening, illegal or similarly inappropriate will also be screened for omission by the Office of the
Corporate Secretary. Any omitted or deleted communication will be made available to any Director upon request.

Board and Committee Meetings; Annual Meeting Attendance

The Federal securities laws require companies to report whether any Director attended fewer than 75% of the sum of the total number of Board
meetings and the total number of Board Committee meetings that each such respective Director was eligible to attend during the past year
( attendance threshold ).

The Directors are encouraged to attend all Annual Meetings of Stockholders, and in 2009, all Directors then serving attended. All Directors
attended 100% of the 6 regularly scheduled Board meetings. In addition to the 6 regularly scheduled meetings of the Board of Directors, there
were an additional 12 special meetings held in 2009. These additional meetings were called on short notice on an as-needed basis and held
during the first 6 months of the year to allow the Board to maintain active engagement, take appropriate action, and/or receive status updates on
various matters facing the Company.

As noted above, there were 18 regular and special Board meetings in 2009 and 23 formal Board Committee meetings. All but one of the
Directors (Hess) exceeded the attendance threshold. Mr. Hess attended 100% of the regularly scheduled Board meetings and 72% of the
aggregate of all Board meetings and meetings of the Committees on which he served. The unusually high number of special meetings called on
short notice contributed to this aggregate percentage and Mr. Hess missed satisfying the attendance threshold by only one meeting. Mr. Hess has
been a director since 2006, and this is the only year in which his attendance has been below the attendance threshold. Immediate updates on any
matters covered are provided to any Director if they are unable to attend a meeting and Mr. Hess was provided with such updates.

Executive Sessions of Directors

The non-management Directors meet in executive session, chaired by the Presiding Director (currently Dr. Stern), in connection with each
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board, and at other times as they may determine appropriate. In 2009, there were 10 executive sessions of the
Board of Directors. The Audit, Compensation and Leadership Development, and Governance Committees of the Board typically meet in
executive session in connection with every Committee meeting.

Board Committees

Board Committees perform many important functions. The responsibilities of each Committee are stated in the Bylaws and in their respective
Committee charters, which are available at www.DowGovernance.com. Stockholders may receive a printed copy of the Committee charters
without charge by contacting the Office of the Corporate Secretary.* The Board, upon the recommendation of the Governance Committee, elects
members to each Committee and has the authority to change Committee chairs, memberships and the responsibilities of any Committee. A brief
description of the current standing Board Committees follows, with memberships listed as of March 15, 2010, the record date for the Meeting.
The Audit Committee, Compensation and Leadership Development Committee, and Governance Committee are comprised entirely of
independent Directors who meet the applicable independence requirements of the New York Stock Exchange, the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (as applicable) and the Company.
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Standing Committee and Function
Audit Committee

Oversees the quality and integrity of the financial statements of the
Company; the qualifications, independence and performance of the
independent auditors; and the Company s system of disclosure controls and
procedures and system of internal control over financial reporting. Has
oversight responsibility for the performance of the Company s internal audit
function and compliance with legal and regulatory requirements. A more
complete description of the duties of the Committee is contained in the Audit
Committee charter available at www.DowGovernance.com.

Compensation and Leadership Development Committee

Assists the Board in meeting its responsibilities relating to the compensation
of the Company s Chief Executive Officer and other senior executives in a
manner consistent with and in support of the business objectives of the
Company, competitive practice and applicable standards. A more complete
description of the duties of the Committee is contained in the Compensation
and Leadership Development Committee charter available at
www.DowGovernance.com.

Environment, Health and Safety Committee

Assists the Board in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities by assessing the
effectiveness of environment, health and safety programs and initiatives that
support the environment, health and safety policy of the Company, and by
advising the Board on matters impacting corporate citizenship and Dow s
public reputation. A more complete description of the duties of the
Committee is contained in the Environment, Health and Safety Committee
charter available at www.DowGovernance.com.

Governance Committee

Assists the Board on all matters relating to the selection, qualification, and
compensation of members of the Board, as well as any other matters relating
to the duties of Board members. Acts as a nominating committee with
respect to candidates for Directors and makes recommendations to the Board
concerning the size, structure and committees of the Board. Assists the
Board with oversight of governance matters. A more complete description of
the duties of the Committee is contained in the Governance Committee
charter available at www.DowGovernance.com.

Table of Contents
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (continued)

Board of Directors Terms

Dow s Restated Certificate of Incorporation provides that all Directors stand for election at each Annual Meeting of Stockholders.

Director Qualifications and Diversity

There are certain minimum qualifications for Board membership that Director candidates should possess, including strong values and discipline,
high ethical standards, a commitment to full participation on the Board and its Committees, relevant career experience, and a commitment to
ethnic, racial and gender diversity. The Governance Committee has adopted guidelines to be used in evaluating candidates for Board
membership in order to ensure a diverse and highly qualified Board of Directors. In addition to the characteristics mentioned above, the
guidelines provide that candidates should possess individual skills, experience and demonstrated abilities that help meet the current needs of the
Board and provide for diversity of membership, such as experience or expertise in some of the following areas: the chemical industry, global
business, science and technology, finance and/or economics, competitive positioning, corporate governance, public affairs, and experience as
chief executive officer, chief operating officer or chief financial officer of a major company. Other factors that are considered include
independence of thought, willingness to comply with Director stock ownership guidelines, meeting applicable Director independence standards
(where independence is desired) and absence of conflicts of interest. The Governance Committee may modify the minimum qualifications and
evaluation guidelines from time to time as it deems appropriate. These guidelines for Director qualifications are included in Dow s Corporate
Governance Guidelines, available at www.DowGovernance.com.

The guidelines for Director qualifications provide that a commitment to diversity is a consideration in the identification and nomination of
Director candidates. The Governance Committee and the full Board implement and assess the effectiveness of these guidelines and the
commitment to diversity by referring to these guidelines in the review and discussion of Board candidates when assessing the composition of the
Board and by including questions regarding the diversity of the Board membership in the Board s annual self-evaluations.

The Governance Committee and the Board believe that the qualifications, skills and attributes set forth generally above for all Directors and
more specifically below for each of the Directors, support the conclusion that these individuals are qualified to serve as Directors of the
Company and collectively possess a variety of skills, professional experience, and diversity of backgrounds allowing them to effectively oversee
the Company s business. As noted below, the Directors have a diverse combination of the following background and qualifications: leadership
experience (including current and former chief executive officer, chief financial officer and other senior executive management positions) at
major domestic and foreign companies with global operations in a variety of relevant fields and industries; experience on other public company
boards (including chair positions); board or other significant experience with academic, research and philanthropic institutions and trade and
industry organizations; and prior government or public policy experience. The Governance Committee and Board have determined that all of the
Directors meet the personal and professional qualifications identified in this section and the list below highlights several of these key attributes
as they apply to the individual Directors that support the conclusion that these individuals are highly qualified to serve on the Company s Board
of Directors. Please see pages to  for the complete biographies for each of the nominees.

A.A. Allemang

-diverse global business leadership experience in various executive management and advisory positions with The Dow Chemical Company
providing first-hand knowledge of the Company

-extensive experience and knowledge in chemical industry manufacturing and engineering

-active involvement with major business and industry organizations including the American Chemical Society which contributes to
understanding and addressing issues at the Company
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (continued)

LK. Barton
-leadership experience as Chair of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering of California Institute of Technology

-leadership, research, and teaching experience through positions at leading research universities including California Institute of Technology,
Columbia University, and Hunter College-City University of New York which is particularly important given the Company s research and
innovation focus

-active involvement with major science and technology organizations including the National Academy of Sciences and the American Chemical
Society which contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

LA. Bell
-global business leadership experience as Chief Financial Officer of The Boeing Company

-finance and accounting expertise including experience with and direct involvement and supervision in the preparation of financial statements
and risk management

-active involvement with major business and public policy organizations including World Business Chicago, the Chicago Economic Club, and
the Commercial Club of Chicago which contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

LM. Fettig
-global business and leadership experience as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Whirlpool Corporation

-extensive experience and knowledge of international business operations, manufacturing, marketing, sales and distribution which is particularly
important given the global presence and nature of the operations of the Company

-extensive experience and knowledge of consumer dynamics, branded consumer products, and end-user markets and servicing relevant to the
business operations and focus of the Company

B.H. Franklin

-high level U.S. Government experience and leadership (former U.S. Secretary of Commerce, former Commissioner US Consumer Product
Safety Commission)

-extensive public company board experience on 14 boards and currently as a director of Aetna, Inc.; Chair of National Association of Corporate
Directors; recognized expertise and leadership in corporate governance, auditing, and financial reporting

-active involvement with major business and international organizations including the Economic Club of New York (chair emerita), director of
U.S.-China Business Council, Atlantic Council, and Committee for Economic Development which contributes to understanding and addressing
issues at the Company

J.B. Hess

-global business and leadership experience as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Hess Corporation
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-extensive experience and knowledge of international business operations and energy, petroleum and petrochemical industries which is
particularly important given the global presence and nature of the operations of the Company

-active involvement with major business and public policy organizations including The Business Council, The National Petroleum Council and
The Council of Foreign Relations which contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

A.N. Liveris
-global business and leadership experience as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of The Dow Chemical Company

- active involvement with major business, public policy, and international organizations including U.S.-China Business Council (Chair),
U.S.-India CEO Forum, the Business Roundtable (Vice Chair), The Business Council (Vice Chair), and the Societe de Chimie Industrielle which
contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

-additional public company board experience as a director of Citgroup, Inc. and International Business Machines Corporation and academic
institution governance experience as a trustee of Tufts University which provides additional corporate governance and compensation experience
and financial expertise

(continued on next page)
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P. Polman
-global business and leadership experience as Chief Executive Officer of Unilever PLC and Unilever NV

-extensive experience and knowledge of international business operations and global consumer product industries and end uses which is
particularly important given the global presence and nature of the operations of the Company

-active involvement with major trade and public policy and international organizations including the European Round Table, The International
Business Council of the World Economic Forum, Swiss American Chamber of Commerce, and the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development which contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

D.H. Reilley

-global business and leadership experience in multiple major corporations including Covidien Ltd. (former non-executive Chairman), Praxair,
Inc. (former Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer), E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Co. (former Chief Operating Officer), and Conoco,
Inc., (various managerial and executive positions)

-extensive experience and knowledge of the global oil, petrochemical and chemical industries which is particularly important given the global
presence and nature of the operations of the Company

-additional public company board experience as a director of Covidien, H.J. Heinz and Marathon Oil Company which provides additional
corporate governance and compensation experience and financial expertise

JLM. Ringler
-global business and leadership experience as Chairman of Teradata Corporation

-extensive knowledge and experience in a variety of manufacturing industries which is particularly important given the global presence and
nature of the operations of the Company

-additional public company board experience as a director of Autoliv, Inc., Corn Products International, Inc., John Bean Technologies
Corporation, and FMC Technologies, Inc. which provides additional corporate governance and compensation experience and financial expertise

R.G. Shaw

-global business and leadership experience with Duke Energy Corporation (former Executive Advisor) and Duke Power Company (former
President and Chief Executive Officer) and leadership experience at major academic institutions including Central Piedmont Community
College (former President) and El Centro College (former President)

-extensive knowledge of and experience with energy and power industries and markets including nuclear, coal, and natural gas which is
particularly important given the global presence and nature of the operations of the Company

- additional public company board experience as a director of DTE Energy Co. which provides additional corporate governance and
compensation experience and financial expertise

P.G. Stern
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-extensive global business and leadership experience through variety of senior leadership positions including Claris Capital (Chairman),
co-founder of Arlington Capital Partners and Thayer Capital Partners, Northern Telecom Limited (former Chairman), and Unisys Corporation
(former President)

-active involvement with major business, public policy and international organizations including Council on Foreign Relations, and Business
Executives for National Security which contributes to understanding and addressing issues at the Company

-additional public company board experience as a director of Whirlpool Corporation which provides additional corporate governance and
compensation experience and financial expertise

Nominations for Director

Among the Governance Committee s most important functions is the selection of Directors. The Committee has a long-standing practice of
accepting stockholders suggestions of candidates to consider as potential Board members, as part of the Committee s periodic review of the size
and composition of the Board and its Committees. Such recommendations should be sent to the Governance Committee through the Corporate
Secretary.*

(continued on next page)

Table of Contents 22



Edgar Filing: DOW CHEMICAL CO /DE/ - Form PRE 14A

Table of Conten

2010 DOW PROXY STATEMENT

13
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE (continued)

Under the Company s Bylaws, stockholders wishing to formally nominate a person for election as a Director at the next Annual Meeting must
notify the Corporate Secretary* between November 26, 2010, and January 25, 2011. However, if the annual meeting is called for a date that is
not within 30 days before or after the anniversary of the prior year s annual meeting, to be timely such notice by the stockholder must be so
received not later than the close of business on the one hundred twentieth day prior to such annual meeting and not later than the close of
business on the later of the ninetieth day prior to such annual meeting or the tenth day following the date on which public disclosure (as defined
in the Bylaws) of the annual meeting is first made by the Company. Such notices must comply with the provisions set forth in the Bylaws. A
copy of the Bylaws may be found on the Company s website at www.DowGovernance.com. Alternatively, a copy of the Bylaws will be provided
without charge to any stockholder who requests it in writing. Such requests should be addressed to the Corporate Secretary.*

The Governance Committee has adopted a process for identifying new Director candidates. Recommendations may be received by the
Committee from various sources, including current or former Directors, a search firm retained by the Committee, stockholders, Company
executives, and by self-nomination. The Governance Committee uses the same process to evaluate Director nominees recommended by
stockholders as it does to evaluate nominees identified by other sources.

The evaluation of new Director candidates involves several steps, not necessarily in any particular order. A preliminary analysis of a nominee
involves securing a resume and other background data and comparing this data to the Director attributes mentioned above, as well as to the
current needs of the Board for new members including considerations to ensure diversity of membership in accordance with the guidelines
identified above. References are checked and analyses are performed to identify potential conflicts of interest and appropriate independence

from the Company. Candidate information is provided to all Governance Committee members for purposes of discussion and evaluation. If the
Committee decides to further evaluate a candidate, interviews are conducted. Other steps may include requesting additional data from the
candidate, providing Company background information to the candidate, and determining the candidate s schedule compatibility with Dow Board
and Committee meeting dates.

Code of Business Conduct

All Directors, officers and employees of Dow are expected to be familiar with the Company s Code of Business Conduct, and to apply it in the
daily performance of their Dow responsibilities. The Code of Business Conduct is intended to focus employees, officers and Directors on areas
of ethical risk, help them recognize and make informed decisions on ethical issues, help create a culture of the highest ethical and business
standards, and provide mechanisms to report unethical conduct. The full text of Dow s Code of Business Conduct is available at
www.DowGovernance.com. Stockholders may receive a printed copy of the Code of Business Conduct without charge by contacting the Office
of the Corporate Secretary.*

Compensation Committee Interlocks and Insider Participation

No member of Dow s Compensation and Leadership Development Committee has served as a Dow officer or employee at any time or had during
2009 any relationship requiring disclosure as a related person transaction. None of Dow s executive officers serves as a member of the
compensation committee of any other company that has an executive officer serving as a member of Dow s Board of Directors. None of Dow s
executive officers serves as a member of the board of directors of any other company that has an executive officer serving as a member of Dow s
Compensation and Leadership Development Committee.

Related Person Transaction Policy

The Federal securities laws require public companies to describe any transaction, since the beginning of the last fiscal year, or any currently
proposed transaction, in which the Company was or is to be a participant and the amount involved exceeds $120,000, and in which any related
person had or will have a direct or indirect material interest. Related persons are directors and executive officers, nominees for director and any
immediate family members of directors, executive officers or nominees
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*  Office of the Corporate Secretary, The Dow Chemical Company, 2030 Dow Center, Midland, MI 48674, 989-636-1792 (telephone), 989-638-1740 (fax).
(continued on next page)
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for director and greater than 5% holders of Dow Common Stock. Companies are also required to describe their policies and procedures for the
review, approval or ratification of any related person transaction.

Pursuant to Dow s Code of Business Conduct, and annual review of Director independence, the Company has had procedures in place to monitor
related person transactions for several years. Upon the recommendation of the Governance Committee, the Board of Directors adopted a formal
written policy (the Policy ) on related person transactions on February 15, 2007.

The Governance Committee is responsible for reviewing the material facts of all transactions that could potentially be transactions with related
persons. The Policy covers any transaction, arrangement or relationship or series of similar transactions, arrangements or relationships (including
any indebtedness or guarantee of indebtedness) in which (1) the aggregate amount involved will or may be expected to exceed $100,000 in any
calendar year, (2) the Company is a participant, and (3) any related person has or will have a direct or indirect interest (other than solely as a
result of being a director or a less than 10% beneficial owner of another entity). The Governance Committee is responsible to either approve

or disapprove of the entry into the transaction, subject to the exceptions listed below. If advance Committee approval of the transaction is not
feasible, then the transaction shall be considered and, if the Committee determines it to be appropriate, ratified at the Committee s next regularly
scheduled meeting.

The Governance Committee has determined that certain types of transactions shall be deemed to be preapproved by the Committee even if the
amount involved will exceed $100,000, including: (a) employment of executive officers where the officer s compensation is either reported in the
Proxy Statement or would have been reported in the Proxy Statement if the officer was a named executive officer, and the Compensation and
Leadership Development Committee approved such compensation; (b) Director compensation where such compensation is reported in the Proxy
Statement; (c) certain transactions with other companies where the related person s only relationship with the other company is as a director,
employee or beneficial owner of less than 10% of that company s shares, and the aggregate amount involved does not exceed the greater of

$1 million or 2% of that company s total annual revenues; (d) certain Company charitable contributions where the related person s only
relationship is as an employee or director of the charitable entity and where the aggregate amount does not exceed the greater of $1 million or

2% of the charitable entity s total annual receipts; (e) transactions where all stockholders receive proportional benefits; (f) transactions involving
competitive bids; and (g) regulated transactions.

Section 16(a) Beneficial Ownership Reporting Compliance

Section 16(a) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange Act ), requires the Company s Directors and executive officers
and persons who own more than 10% of a registered class of the Company s equity securities (the Reporting Persons ) to file with the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission ( SEC ) reports on Forms 3, 4 and 5 concerning their ownership of and transactions in the common stock
and other equity securities of the Company, generally within two business days of a reportable transaction. As a practical matter, the Company
seeks to assist its Directors and executives by monitoring transactions and completing and filing reports on their behalf.

Based solely upon a review of SEC filings furnished to the Company 