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Item 5. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure.

Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. issued two press releases dated March 22, 2004, announcing that it has (1)
agreed to acquire for cash all 23,931,100 FCX class B common shares owned by a subsidiary of Rio Tinto plc, at a
market based price (see Exhibit 99.1) and (2) commenced a private offering of approximately $1 billion of convertible
perpetual preferred stock (see Exhibit 99.2).
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99.1

Press release dated March 22, 2004, titled Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. Announces Agreement to Acquire
23.9 million FCX Common Shares owned by Rio Tinto.
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99.2

Press release dated March 22, 2004, titled Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. Announces Offering of $1 Billion
of Convertible Perpetual Preferred Stock.



